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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Dottie Nelson <dottienelson2@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 2:43 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Cc: Nuovo, Victor

Subject: Concern about College students

Hello Ms. Ramsay, 
There's a chance I'll be unable to attend the Select Board meeting tonight so I've been urged to share something we 
experienced with a Middlebury College student recently.  We've already shared this with Laurie Patton and gotten a 
reply from Derek Doucet.   
 
We advertised a bike on Front Porch Forum.  We got an email from someone who was interested, gave this person our 
address and s/he came to the house and bought the bike.  This person wore a mask, kept social distance and was very 
polite.  They paid with cash.  Until the person showed up at our door we did not know it was a college student.  Had we 
known, we would have told them not to come...that they should stay on campus.  During the very brief conversation we 
had with this student at our house we learned that they had come from a long distance so even though they may have 
quarantined at home as the college requests before they arrived, they would have had to travel by air and other means 
of transportation in order to get to the campus.  It seems to us that this would have meant the student would have had 
to quarantine again once they arrived in Vermont.  Perhaps they did but the timing didn't seem right.   
 
This was nothing like the incidents the fellow who owns the tattoo shop experienced but it was a little unsettling in that 
a student who should most likely have remained on campus walked quite a distance across town to buy a bike.  We have 
chosen not to identify the student because s/he was wearing a mask, socially distanced and was very polite and we 
didn't say anything to him/her at the time.  It seems unfair to report them after the fact.  However, we did let the 
college know so they understand that some students, even very polite students, may decide to disobey the rules...or 
may simply have not clearly understood the rules...which could have been the case with this student.  (Also, since the 
student paid with cash we only learned what we believe is their nickname).    
 
I hope you will pass this along to the Selectboard before the meeting tonight.   My husband and I are concerned about 
2,000+ students returning to campus knowing that 18-21 year olds sometimes don't follow the rules.  I, in particular, am 
concerned that a number of students are going to be living off campus.  This seems like a recipe for disaster and I wish 
the college would at least reconsider that part of the plan. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dottie Nelson 
 


